Fundamental Duties

These notes are your ultimate revision weapon to revise Fundamental
Duties. We've distilled years of previous exam questions (PYQs) into one
powerful, concise resource. Everything you need to know, nothing you
don't.

e PYQs, Decoded: All key concepts from past exams, organized and
simplified.
e Revise in Record Time: Short, precise, and designed for last-minute

review.
e Focus on What Matters: Master high-probability topics and boost
your confidence.

Fundamental Duties of the Indian Constitution: A Structured
Overview

1. Constitutional Provisions

e Article: 51A
e Part of Constitution: Part IV-A
e Not a part of: Fundamental Rights (Part Ill)

2. Introduction and Historical Context

e Added by: The 42nd Constitutional Amendment Act of 1976.

e Recommendation: Added based on the recommendation of the
Swaran Singh Committee.

e Swaran Singh Committee Members: Included A.R. Antulay, S.S.
Ray, Haridev Joshi, and C.M. Stephen.

e Initial Number: Originally ten duties were introduced.

e Current Number: Eleven duties (after the 86th Amendment Act,
2002 added one duty pertaining to education).
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3. Nature and Enforcement

Non-Justiciable: They are not enforceable by writs (unlike
Fundamental Rights).

No Legislative Process: There is no specific legislative process
provided to enforce them.

Interpretative Value: Courts can use them as a tool to interpret
ambiguous statutes.

4. List of Specific Duties (Examples from Article 51A)

Key duties include:

To uphold and protect the sovereignty, unity, and integrity of India.
To abide by the Constitution and respect its ideals, institutions, the
National Flag, and the National Anthem.

To cherish and follow the noble ideals that inspired the national
struggle for freedom.

To value and preserve the rich heritage of the country's composite
culture.

To promote harmony and the spirit of common brotherhood amongst
all people of India.

To develop a scientific temper, humanism, and the spirit of inquiry and
reform.

To safeguard public property and to abjure violence.

To protect and improve the natural environment.

5. Clarification: What is NOT a Fundamental Duty?

The following are not Fundamental Duties:

e To vote in public/general elections.
e To strive towards the abolition of untouchability (this is a Directive

Principle of State Policy).

e To help in organizing Village Panchayats.
e To protect monuments and places of public importance (this is a

Directive Principle under Article 49).
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e To respect our parents and teachers (this is not explicitly
mentioned in Article 51A).
Note: "To promote the spirit of brotherhood" is a duty, as listed above.

6. Key Miscellaneous Facts

e The duty to uphold the sovereignty of India is a Fundamental Duty
(Article 51A), not a part of the Preamble, DPSP, or Fundamental
Rights.

e The duty to protect the environment is found in Article 51A.

Know More About Fundamental Duties:

e Fundamental Duties — Old Year Questions
e Fundamental Duties One Liner Questions & Answers
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